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Introduction 
This report presents the findings from the 
Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS), a nationally 
representative survey of residents’ views of 
environmental changes and Greenland’s future in 
a changing climate. The survey was conducted by 
the University of Copenhagen, the University of 
Greenland, Kraks Fond Institute for Urban Research 
and Greenland Perspective. With statistical 
support from Statistics Greenland, surveys were 
randomly allocated to residents living in randomly 
selected towns and settlements across Greenland’s 
municipalities and geographic regions, as well as 
Nuuk and Upernavik. 646 residents in Greenland 
(~1.5% of the adult population) took the survey 
from July 2018 - January 2019. Average margin of 
error: +/- 3 percentage points at the 95% confidence 
level. Additional details about the sampling method 
can be found in the appendix of the report. Several 
filmed interviews were conducted in each location 
which can also be viewed online. The research was 
funded by Kraks Fond Institute for Urban Research, 
with additional support provided by Greenland 
Perspective and the Copenhagen Center for Social 
Data Science.
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Executive Summary
Drawing on data from the nationally 
representative Greenlandic Perspectives 
Survey (n=646 participants, ~1.5% of 
Greenland’s adult population) this report 
provides a countrywide description 
of residents’ climate change beliefs, 
experiences, risk-opportunity perceptions, 
and emotional responses, as well as views 
on recent sea ice changes, glacial changes, 
climate change impact concerns, societal 
adaptation, and climate and environment 
policy preferences.

Large majorities of residents in Greenland 
say that climate change is happening, that 
they have personally experienced the effects 
of climate change and think the issue is 
personally important to them. About half 
understand that climate change is mostly 
caused by human activities, although a third 
think that it is mostly caused by natural 
changes in the environment. More than half 
of residents hear about climate change in 
the media at least once a month. 

More residents think that climate change 
will harm sled dogs, people, plants and 
animals in Greenland, than think it will 
benefit them. Residents are more likely to 
think that climate change is a bad thing 
than think it is a good thing, although many 
think it is neither bad nor good. Relative to 
other emotions, residents are more likely 

to say that they feel hope and/or fear when 
they think about climate change. 

Some residents from all regions of Greenland 
went out on the sea ice during the previous 
year. A majority of residents think that the 
local sea ice has become more dangerous to 
travel on in recent years, and more residents 
think recent sea ice changes are bad rather 
than good. More than half of residents 
think that the glacier nearest to their town 
or settlement has receded in recent decades 
and more residents think that how the 
glaciers have changed in their local area is 
bad. 

Concerns about different climate change 
impacts vary across Greenland. More people 
are primarily worried about the loss and 
thinning of sea ice in the north (Avannaata), 
northwest (Qeqertalik) and east (East 
Sermersooq) regions of Greenland, while 
people are more worried about melting 
permafrost in the west (Qeqqata), 
unpredictable weather in the southwest 
(West Sermersooq), and both intense 
storms and melting glaciers in the south 
region (Kujalleq). 

Most residents get some of their diet from 
wild foods they hunt, fish or gather and from 
wild foods shared by other people living in 
the same town or settlement. A majority of 
people think that climate change will harm 
hunting and about half think it will harm 

fishing in Greenland, currently Greenland’s 
most important industry and trade. Over a 
third of residents think that climate change 
will benefit shipping, farming, tourism and 
mining. More than half of residents think 
that climate change will neither make it 
easier nor more difficult for Greenland to 
become independent from the Kingdom of 
Denmark. 

To help reduce future climate change, 
majorities support the Government of 
Greenland investing in alternative energy 
sources, re-entering the Paris Agreement 
and/or regulating greenhouse gas emissions 
from industry. Residents are more likely to 
oppose increasing taxes on gasoline and 
fuel to reduce future climate change and 
they are divided on whether the Government 
should ban oil drilling in Greenland. More 
residents in Greenland would prefer to 
protect the environment even if it costs 
jobs, than would prefer economic growth 
even if it leads to environmental problems. 
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Notable Findings

Beliefs

Over 9 in 10 (92%) residents in Greenland 
think that climate change is happening 
compared to just 1% of residents who do 
not.  

A majority (66%) of residents in Greenland 
are completely or very sure that climate 
change is happening. Far fewer residents 
are not at all sure it is happening (15%). 

About half (52%) of residents in Greenland 
understand that climate change is mostly 
caused by human activities, while a third 
(34%) of residents think it is mostly caused 
by natural changes.

Experiences

About 3 in 4 (76%) residents in Greenland 
say that they have personally experienced 
the effects of climate change. Just 1 in 7 
(14%) report that they have not experienced 
the effects of climate change.

4 in 10 (40%) residents in Greenland think 
about climate change at least once a 
month. About 3 in 4 (73%) think about it 
several times a year or more often. Only 2% 
of residents say that they never think about 
climate change.

Over half (53%) of residents hear about 
climate change in the media at least once 
a month, and under half (45%) of residents 
hear other people they know talking about 
it at least once a month.

A large majority (82%) of residents in 
Greenland say that the issue of climate 
change is either extremely (20%), very 
(38%) or somewhat (24%) important to 
them personally. Only 1 in 7 (14%) residents 
say that climate change is either not too 
important (13%) or not at all important (1%).

Risk-Opportunity Perceptions

Most (67%) residents in Greenland think 
that climate change will harm Greenlandic 
sled dogs. Half think that climate change 
will harm people in Greenland (50%), 
followed by future generations of people in 
Greenland (48%), plant and animal species 
in Greenland (48%), people in developing 
countries (48%), people in their town or 
settlement (45%), them and their family 
(44%) and people in Denmark (43%). 

Far fewer residents think that climate 
change will benefit plant and animal species 
in Greenland (20%), people in Greenland 
(15%), future generations of people in 
Greenland (14%), people in their town or 
settlement (13%), them and their family 

(10%), people in Denmark (6%), people in 
developing countries (6%) and Greenlandic 
sled dogs (5%). 

About twice as many residents think that 
climate change is already harming people 
in Greenland (23%) compared to those who 
think it is benefiting people in Greenland 
(12%). Majorities of residents think that 
climate change will eventually harm (74%) 
and benefit (61%) people in Greenland over 
the next 100 years. 

Emotional Responses

More residents think that climate change 
is a bad thing (40%) than think it is a good 
thing (11%). But fewer than half (46%) 
of residents think that climate change is 
neither bad nor good.

When asked about how strongly they feel 
different emotions when they think about 
climate change, 43% of residents say that 
they feel very or moderately hopeful about 
climate change and 38% say they are very 
or moderately afraid of climate change. 
Fewer say they feel happy (28%), sad (19%), 
disgusted (19%), hopeless (18%), guilty 
(18%) and/or angry (17%).
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Views on Sea Ice 

Nearly a quarter (23%) of residents in 
Greenland went out on the sea ice at least 
one day in the previous year. Some residents 
from all regions of Greenland traveled out 
on the sea ice. About half of residents in 
the north west region (Qeqertalik, 51%) 
went out on the sea ice, followed by the 
north (Avannaata, 40%), the east (East 
Sermersooq, 33%), the west (Qeqqata, 16%), 
the south (Kujalleq, 11%) and the southwest 
(West Sermersooq, 10%).

Half (50%) of residents think how the local 
sea ice has changed in recent years is either 
a very bad (24%) or a bad (26%) thing while 
only 1 in 10 (10%) think the change is either 
a very good thing (3%) or good (7%) thing.

About 8 in 10 (79%) residents think that the 
local sea ice has become either much more 
dangerous (22%), more dangerous (39%), or 
a little more dangerous (18%) to travel on 
in recent years. Only 4% think that it has 
become much safer (~0%), safer (2%) or a 
little safer (2%).

Views on Glaciers

More than half of residents (55%) in 
Greenland think that the glacier nearest 
to their town or settlement has receded in 

recent years. Fewer (15%) residents think 
that the glacier nearest to them has grown.

Fewer than half (45%) of residents think 
that how the glaciers have changed recently 
in their local area is either a very bad (21%) 
or bad (24%) thing. 43% think that how 
they have changed is neither a bad nor good 
thing. Only 7% of residents think that how 
they have changed is either a very good (3%) 
or a good (4%) thing. 

Impacts

Residents are worried about several 
different climate change impacts. Overall, 
residents are most concerned about more 
unpredictable weather (18%), the loss 
and thinning of sea ice (17%) and melting 
permafrost (16%). 

Perceived climate change impacts differ 
across Greenland, with more people 
concerned about the loss and thinning 
of sea ice in the north (Avannaata, 30%), 
northwest (Qeqertalik, 24%) and east (East 
Sermersooq, 27%) regions, and melting 
permafrost (Qeqqata, 22%) in the west 
region. More people are concerned about 
more unpredictable weather in southwest 
Greenland (West Sermersooq, 18%), and 
both intense storms (Kujalleq, 18%) and 
melting glaciers (Kujalleq, 18%) in the south 
region.

Societal Adaptation

Over 3 in 4 families (76%) in Greenland have 
some of their diet come from wild foods they 
hunt, fish or gather. About 1 in 3 (32%) get 
half or more of their food from wild foods 
they collect. Fewer (18%) residents get none 
of their food this way.

Most families (71%) in Greenland have a 
diet that includes some wild foods that are 
shared by other people living in the same 
town or settlement. Nearly 1 in 4 (24%) 
families get half or more of their diet from 
shared wild food and 23% of families get 
none of their food this way. 

A majority of residents (57%) think that 
climate change will harm hunting in 
Greenland and about half (49%) think it will 
harm fishing, currently Greenland’s most 
important industry and trade. Over a third 
of residents think that climate change will 
benefit shipping (37%), farming (36%), 
tourism (35%) and mining (34%).

A majority of residents (58%) don’t 
think that climate change will make it 
easier or more difficult for Greenland to 
become independent from the Kingdom 
of Denmark. Slightly more residents (22%) 
think that climate change will make it easier 
for Greenland to become independent than 
those who think it will make it more difficult 
(11%).
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Policy Preferences

A majority (63%) of residents either strongly 
favor (27%) or somewhat favor (36%) the 
Government of Greenland re-entering the 
Paris Agreement. 30% of residents don’t 
know if they favor or oppose it. Only 7% 
of residents either strongly oppose (1%) or 
somewhat oppose it (6%).

A majority (61%) of residents support 
regulating greenhouse gas emissions from 
industry in Greenland to help reduce future 
climate change. Only 8% either strongly 
oppose (2%) or somewhat oppose (6%) it. 

4 in 10 (40%) residents oppose increasing 
taxes on gasoline and fuel to reduce future 
climate change. Fewer residents (31%) 
either strongly favor (9%) or somewhat favor 
(22%) increasing taxes on gas and fuel.  

Most residents (75%) either strongly 
favor (49%) or somewhat favor (26%) 
the Government of Greenland investing 
in alternative energy sources. Very few 
residents (2%) either strongly oppose (1%) 
or somewhat oppose (1%) it. 

Residents are divided on whether the 
Government of Greenland should ban oil 
drilling in Greenland. 1 in 3 (33%) residents 
either strongly favor (13%) or somewhat 
favor (20%) banning oil drilling, and 1 in 
3 (33%) either strongly oppose (8%) or 
somewhat oppose (25%) it.

4 in 10 (40%) Greenlandic residents would 
prefer to protect the environment even if it 
costs jobs while about 1 in 4 (26%) would 
prefer economic growth even if it leads to 
environmental problems.
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Climate Change Beliefs
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Do you think climate change is happening?

Over 9 in 10 Residents in Greenland Think That Climate Change Is Happening
-Only about 1% of residents think that climate change is not happening-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland
?

             Climate Change Beliefs | Belief

About 9 in 10 (92%) residents think that 
climate change is happening compared to 
1% of residents who don’t. 

6% of residents don’t know or did not 
answer. 

1.1
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How sure are you that climate change is or is not happening?

A Majority of Residents in Greenland Are Completely 
or Very Sure That Climate Change Is Happening

-Few residents are not sure it is happening-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland
?
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             Climate Change Beliefs | Certainty

66% of residents are either completely 
sure (48%) or very sure (18%) that climate 
change is happening.

15% of residents are somewhat sure it is 
happening while 15% of residents are not at 
all sure it is happening.

By contrast, fewer than 1% of residents are 
completely or very sure it is not happening.

1.2
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About Half of Residents in Greenland Think That 
Climate Change Is Mostly Caused by Human Activities 

-A third of residents think it is mostly caused by natural changes-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland
?
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1.3             Climate Change Beliefs | Cause

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) has stated that ‘human 
influence has been the dominant cause of 
the observed warming since the mid-20th 
century’ (Stocker et al., 2013). 

Approximately 97% of publishing climate 
scientists share the view that humans are 
the predominant cause of recent climate 
change (Cook et al., 2013). This percentage 
is consistent with a recent review of six 
independent peer-reviewed studies about 
the scientific consensus on human-caused 
climate change (Cook et al., 2016). 

About half (52%) of residents understand 
that climate change is mostly caused by 
human activities.

Around 1 in 3 (34%) residents think that 
climate change is mostly caused by natural 
changes in the environment. 

Only about 5% think that other causes are 
responsible, (4%) think that it is caused 
primarily by “both natural changes and 
human activities” and (4%) don’t know.
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Experiences of Climate Change
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0% 25% 50% 75%

Have you personally experienced the e�ects of climate change?

About 3 in 4 Residents in Greenland Say That They Have 
Personally Experienced the E�ects of Climate Change

-Just 1 in 7 report that they have not experienced the e�ects of climate change-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland
?

10%

14%

76%

Not sure or
 no answer

No

Yes

             Experiences of Climate Change | 
             Personal Experience

76% of residents report that they have 
personally experienced the effects of 
climate change, 14% say that they have not 
and 1 in 10 (10%) are not sure. 

Residents that have personally experienced 
the effects of climate change outnumber 
those who have not experienced the effects 
of climate change by more than a 5 to 1 ratio.

2.1
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0% 50%

About how often do you think about climate change?

4 in 10 Residents in Greenland Think About Climate Change at Least Once a Month
- About 3 in 4 think about it several times a year or more often -

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland
?

2%12% 13%19%21% 33%

Never Not sure or no answerAt least once a monthAt least once a week Several times a year Once a year or less often

             Experiences of Climate Change | 
             Personal Thoughts

1 in 5 (21%) residents think about climate 
change at least once a week. 

4 in 10 (40%) residents think about climate 
change either at least once a week or at 
least once a month. 

A majority (73%) of residents think about 
climate change at least several times a year 
(at least once a week, at least once a month 
or several times a year). 

Far fewer residents (12%) say that they 
think about climate change only once a year 
or less often and only 2% of residents say 
that they never think about climate change.

2.2
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0% 50%

Hear about
climate change

in the media

Hear people you
know talking about

 climate change

About how often do you hear about climate change in the media (TV, movies, radio, newspapers, websites, internet)?

Over Half of Residents Living in Greenland Hear About 
Climate Change in the Media at Least Once a Month

- 45% of residents hear other people they know talking about it at least once a month -

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland
?

About how often do you hear other people you know (your family, friends, etc.) talk about climate change??

2%10% 12%19% 26% 31%

1%4% 12%23%30% 30%

Never Not sure or no answerAt least once a monthAt least once a week Several times a year Once a year or less often

             Experiences of Climate Change | 
             Social Contacts & Media Exposure

Under half (45%) of residents hear people 
they know talking about climate change at 
least once a month (26%) or at least once 
a week (19%). 31% of residents hear people 
they know talking about climate change 

several times a year. By comparison, 10% 
hear their social contacts talk about climate 
change once a year or less often and only 2% 
of residents never hear their social contacts 
talk about climate change. 

A majority of residents in Greenland (53%) 
hear about climate change in the media 

either at least once a week (30%) or at least 
once a month (23%). An additional 30% 
of residents hear about climate change in 
the media several times a year. Fewer (4%) 
residents hear about climate change in the 
media once a year or less often and only 1% 
of residents say they never hear about it in 
the media.

2.3
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0% 25% 50% 75%

How important is the issue of climate change to you personally?

A Majority of Residents Say That Climate Change Is Important to Them Personally
-Only 1 in 7 residents say that climate change is not too or not at all important-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland
?
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14%

Not at all important Don’t know or no answerVery importantExtremely important Somewhat important Not too important

             Experiences of Climate Change | 
             Personal Importance

Over 8 in 10 (82%) residents in Greenland 
say that the issue of climate change is either 
extremely (20%), very (38%) or somewhat 
(24%) important to them personally. 

A majority of residents (58%) think it is 
either extremely or very important. 

14% of residents think that climate change 
is either not too important (13%) or not at 
all important (1%) and 3% don’t know.

2.4
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Risk & Opportunity Perceptions
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Overall, how much do you think that climate change will harm or benefit each of the following...

Half of Residents Think Climate Change Will Harm People in Greenland 
A Majority Think That It Will Harm Greenlandic Sled Dogs

-Residents are more likely to think that it will harm, rather than benefit, themselves and others-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland
?
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             Climate Change Risk-Opportunity 
             Perceptions

A majority (67%) of residents in Greenland 
think that climate change will harm 
Greenlandic sled dogs, while half (50%) of 
residents think that climate change will 
harm people in Greenland. 

Nearly half of Greenlandic residents think 
that climate change will harm future 
generations of people in Greenland (48%), 
plant and animal species in Greenland (48%) 
and people in developing countries (48%). 

Over 4 in 10 residents think that climate 
change will harm people in their town or 
settlement (45%), them and their family 
(44%) and people in Denmark (43%). 

In contrast, fewer residents think climate 
change will benefit plant and animal species 
in Greenland (20%), people in Greenland 
(15%), future generations of people in 
Greenland (14%), people in their town or 
settlement (13%), them and their family 
(10%), people in Denmark (6%), people in 
developing countries (6%) and Greenlandic 
sled dogs (5%). 

Fewer residents think that climate change 
will neither harm nor benefit them and 
their family (21%), people in their town or 
settlement (13%), people in Greenland (8%), 
future generations of people in Greenland 

(8%), people in Denmark (8%), plant and 
animal species in Greenland (6%), people in 
developing countries (5%) and Greenlandic 
sled dogs (4%). 

3.1
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When do you think climate change will start to benefit people in Greenland?

Residents Are More Likely to Think That Climate Change Is 
Already Harming People in Greenland Than Benefiting Them

-Most residents think that climate change will eventually both harm and benefit people in Greenland-
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             Climate Change Risk-Opportunity 
             Perceptions | Horizon

Nearly 1 in 4 (23%) residents think that 
climate change is harming people in 
Greenland right now. 12% of residents think 
that climate change is already benefiting 
people in Greenland. 

About 4 in 10 (39%) residents think that 
climate change will harm people within the 
next ten years (right now, in 5 years, in 10 
years), while slightly fewer (31%) think that 
climate change will benefit people within 
this same period. 

Over half (53%) of residents think that 
climate change will harm people in 
Greenland within the next 25 years (right 
now, in 5 years, in 10 years, in 25 years) and 
43% of residents think that climate change 
will benefit people in Greenland within the 
same period. 

About 3 in 4 (74%) residents think that 
climate change will harm people in 
Greenland within the next 100 years (right 
now, in 5 years, in 10 years, in 25 years) while 
over 6 in 10 (61%) think that climate change 
will benefit people over this period of time. 
17% of residents think that climate change 
will never harm people in Greenland during 
the next 100 years while 22% think that 
climate change will never benefit people in 
Greenland.

3.2



32



33

Emotional Responses to Climate Change



34

0% 25% 50% 75%

On a scale from one (very bad) to five (very good) do you think climate change is a bad or a good thing?

Residents Are More Likely to Think That Climate Change 
Is a Bad Thing Than Think It Is a Good Thing

-But more than 4 in 10 residents think that climate change is neither bad nor good-
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             Emotional Responses to Climate 
             Change | Sentiment

4 in 10 (40%) residents think that climate 
change is either a very bad (16%) or bad 
(24%) thing while about 1 in 10 (11%) think it 
is a good (8%) or very good (3%) thing. 

Under half (46%) of residents think that 
climate change is neither bad nor good. 

Residents who think that climate change 
is a very bad thing (16%) outnumber those 
who think it is a very good thing (3%).

4.1
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How strongly do you feel each of the following emotions when you think about climate change?

43% of Residents Say That They Feel Hopeful About Climate Change
-38% say they are afraid of climate change-
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9% 10% 18%19% 45%Disgusted

6% 12% 18% 23% 41%Hopelessness

7% 12% 18% 27% 36%Sad

7% 11% 18% 25% 39%Guilty

             Emotional Responses to Climate 
             Change | Emotions

When asked separately about how strongly 
they feel different emotions when they 
think about climate change, over 4 in 10 
residents say they feel very or moderately 
hopeful (43%), followed by those who say 

they feel very or moderately afraid (38%), 
happy (28%), sad (19%), disgusted (19%), 
hopeless (18%), guilty (18%) and/or angry 
(17%).

4.2
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Nearly a Quarter of Residents in Greenland Went Out on The Sea Ice at Least One Day in the Previous Year
-Some residents from all regions of Greenland traveled out on the sea ice during the previous year-
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% of residents that went out on the sea ice at least once in the previous year
About how many days did you go out on the sea ice this past year? ?

             Views on Recent Sea Ice Changes |               
             Annual Sea Ice Use

Nearly 1 in 4 (23%) residents went out on the 
sea ice in the previous year and a majority 
(77%) did not. 

Annual sea ice use varied between regions. 
About half (51%) of residents in the north 
west region (Qeqertalik) went out on the 
sea ice compared to 4 in 10 (40%) residents 
in the north (Avannaata) and 1 in 3 (33%) 
residents in the east (East Sermersooq). 

Fewer residents went out on the sea ice 
from the west (Qeqqata, 16%), the south 
(Kujalleq, 11%) and the southwest (West 
Sermersooq, 9%).

5.1
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Very good (5) Don’t know or no answerBad (2)Very bad (1) Neither bad nor good (3) Good (4)

On a scale from one to five do you think how the sea ice has changed over the past 10 years in your local area is a bad or a good thing?

Half of Residents Think How the Sea Ice Has Changed in 
Their Local Area in Recent Years Is a Bad Thing

-Only 1 in 10 think the change is a good thing-
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             Views on Recent Sea Ice Changes | 
Sentiment About Recent Sea Ice Change

Half (50%) of residents think that how the 
sea ice has changed in their local area in 
recent years is either very bad (24%) or bad 
(26%) while 1 in 10 (10%) think it is either a 
very good (3%) or good (7%) thing. 

Residents who think the change is a very 
bad thing (24%) outnumber those who 
think it is a very good thing (3%).

5.2
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Over the past 10 years in your local area, do you think it has become more dangerous or safer to travel on the sea ice?

About 8 in 10 Residents Think That the Local Sea Ice Has 
Become More Dangerous to Travel on in Recent Years

-Only 4% think that it has become safer-
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             Views on Recent Sea Ice Changes |          
             Travel Risk Perception

A large majority (79%) of residents think the 
local sea ice has either become much more 
dangerous (22%), more dangerous (39%), or 
a little more dangerous (18%) to travel on 
while only 4% of residents think that the 

local sea ice has become much safer (~0%), 
safer (2%), or a little safer (2%).

Only 4% of residents think that no recent 
change has occurred. 

5.3



41



42



43

Views on Recent Glacial Changes
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Do you think that the glacier closest to your town or settlement has grown or receded over the past 20 years?

More Than Half of Residents in Greenland Think the Glacier 
Nearest to Their Town or Settlement Has Retreated in Recent Years

-Fewer think that the nearest glacier has grown-
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Draw a line on the map below where you think the front edge of the glacier was 20 years ago...?

26%

15%

28%

Has stayed
the same

Has grown

Don't know 
or no answer

Has retreated 55%

2%

             Views on Recent Glacial Changes | 
             Glacier Change Perception

A majority (55%) of residents think that the 
glacier nearest to their town or settlement 
has receded in recent years while fewer 
(15%) residents think that it has grown. 

Just 2% of residents think the nearest 
glacier to them has stayed about the same, 
while 28% don’t know.

6.1



45

0% 25% 50% 75%

Very good (5) Don’t know or no answerBad (2)Very bad (1) Neither bad nor good (3) Good (4)

On a scale from one to five do you think how the glaciers have changed over the past 10 years in your local area is a bad or a good thing?

Fewer Than Half of Residents Think How the Glaciers 
Have Changed in Their Local Area in Recent Years is a Bad Thing

-43% think how they have changed is neither a bad nor good thing-
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             Views on Recent Glacial Changes | 
             Sentiment about Recent Glacial 
             Changes

45% of residents in Greenland think that 
how the glaciers have changed in their local 
area in recent years is either a very bad (21%) 
or bad (24%) thing. 

Over 4 in 10 (43%) residents think how they 
have changed in recent years is neither a 
bad nor good thing. 

Only 7% of residents think that how they 
have changed is either a very good (3%) or 
good (4%) thing. 

6.2
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AVANNAATA |

I used to dogsled a lot when I grew up. My children didn't experience this because they were too late for sea ice. I see climate change as something that can be bad for various reasons. | The weather is not as 
stable as 20-25 years ago. | I find it worrisome that the sea ice near the city has disappeared in the winter since the end of the 90s. Climate change will affect polar bears really bad. | The sea ice now rarely 
freezes into ice. This means that the weather is becoming more unstable. | We live off of and by the nature, so we just have to look after it. | Longer periods with snow, shorter periods of hot weather. | There 
is now more rain in the summer and when the sun is out it now gets too hot. | We noticed this this summer. You felt the cold in the summer, but a good thing about it was that the soil was not so dry. More 
flowers / plants grew. The humid summer was lovely. | It is becoming more stormy and windy. | You can feel that the icebergs are getting smaller, but the fishermen can continue to fish because the sea does 
not freeze into ice any longer. In 2017 there were no berries because the weather had changed. | The climate is worse. You miss the warmer weather. And the sun. | Through humidity and cold weather. | The 
weather has become more unpredictable. It makes it much harder to count on and guess what it is going to do. | It's good that it’s warmer but it's bad for traveling that the weather is shifting so much. | My 
asthma has gotten worse because of the increasingly changing weather. Sometimes it's more humid. | It's good. | It is uncomfortably strange with the odd weather in the winter and the rain in the summer. | It is 
becoming warmer in the winter. | There is more pollution. | I think it's nice that it's not so hot anymore. | It will lead to more air pollution. | I think the climate changes bring bad consequences. | There will be 
changes in our way of living. | If people stop polluting earth maybe climate change won't be as drastic. | It's colder and the weather shifts a lot more. | It will affect us through air pollution. | There will be 
more natural disasters. We don't have solid sea ice in the winter anymore and the ice is melting quickly. Some of the glaciers are becoming smaller than before and glaciers now release ice bergs all year round. 
| It is good that the ice disappears earlier than before but the sea ice during the winter is very bad since the sea currents are changing so much. | In the old days, the fog would form and then disappear so you 
could sail the day after foggy weather. But now they go up into the sky and come down as rain or stay as fog. | The weather has gotten less stable and less enjoyable. | We miss the plants/flowers that we 
usually gather on land. Likewise the crowberries and blueberries. This summer has been so cold. | There will be changes in fish. | Climate change can be very disturbing to our lifestyle, it gets in the way. | 
Longer periods of bad weather affect people, and it also affects the supply of meat. | The ice is getting too thin.  If people wake up and adjust to climate change together, it is possible to go the right way        
and turn it into something better. | It affects the sea ice in the winter, when it is time to go fishing with the sled dogs. | Even if we plan ahead, we can't travel.. | It's bad. | It's humid and more foggy. | It's 
hotter. \ It's affecting all communities. I think the reason is the same as all scientists have predicted. | It's a bad thing that climate change is limiting our ability to gather winter supplies. | It is really bad 
because my parents are fishermen, if the weather is not stable their economy is unstable. | The weather changes a lot during our day to day lives. | It has most affected fishermen that the sea is getting 
warmer. As the sea warms, the halibut and the shrimps are moving to colder areas and there are more and more cod. | We cannot pick berries anymore. | Increased tourism from climate change can 

become bi-income for hunters. | It has a negative impact on gathering winter supplies. | 

What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family?
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AVANNAATA |

I used to dogsled a lot when I grew up. My children didn't experience this because they were too late for sea ice. I see climate change as something that can be bad for various reasons. | The weather is not as 
stable as 20-25 years ago. | I find it worrisome that the sea ice near the city has disappeared in the winter since the end of the 90s. Climate change will affect polar bears really bad. | The sea ice now rarely 
freezes into ice. This means that the weather is becoming more unstable. | We live off of and by the nature, so we just have to look after it. | Longer periods with snow, shorter periods of hot weather. | There 
is now more rain in the summer and when the sun is out it now gets too hot. | We noticed this this summer. You felt the cold in the summer, but a good thing about it was that the soil was not so dry. More 
flowers / plants grew. The humid summer was lovely. | It is becoming more stormy and windy. | You can feel that the icebergs are getting smaller, but the fishermen can continue to fish because the sea does 
not freeze into ice any longer. In 2017 there were no berries because the weather had changed. | The climate is worse. You miss the warmer weather. And the sun. | Through humidity and cold weather. | The 
weather has become more unpredictable. It makes it much harder to count on and guess what it is going to do. | It's good that it’s warmer but it's bad for traveling that the weather is shifting so much. | My 
asthma has gotten worse because of the increasingly changing weather. Sometimes it's more humid. | It's good. | It is uncomfortably strange with the odd weather in the winter and the rain in the summer. | It is 
becoming warmer in the winter. | There is more pollution. | I think it's nice that it's not so hot anymore. | It will lead to more air pollution. | I think the climate changes bring bad consequences. | There will be 
changes in our way of living. | If people stop polluting earth maybe climate change won't be as drastic. | It's colder and the weather shifts a lot more. | It will affect us through air pollution. | There will be 
more natural disasters. We don't have solid sea ice in the winter anymore and the ice is melting quickly. Some of the glaciers are becoming smaller than before and glaciers now release ice bergs all year round. 
| It is good that the ice disappears earlier than before but the sea ice during the winter is very bad since the sea currents are changing so much. | In the old days, the fog would form and then disappear so you 
could sail the day after foggy weather. But now they go up into the sky and come down as rain or stay as fog. | The weather has gotten less stable and less enjoyable. | We miss the plants/flowers that we 
usually gather on land. Likewise the crowberries and blueberries. This summer has been so cold. | There will be changes in fish. | Climate change can be very disturbing to our lifestyle, it gets in the way. | 
Longer periods of bad weather affect people, and it also affects the supply of meat. | The ice is getting too thin.  If people wake up and adjust to climate change together, it is possible to go the right way        
and turn it into something better. | It affects the sea ice in the winter, when it is time to go fishing with the sled dogs. | Even if we plan ahead, we can't travel.. | It's bad. | It's humid and more foggy. | It's 
hotter. \ It's affecting all communities. I think the reason is the same as all scientists have predicted. | It's a bad thing that climate change is limiting our ability to gather winter supplies. | It is really bad 
because my parents are fishermen, if the weather is not stable their economy is unstable. | The weather changes a lot during our day to day lives. | It has most affected fishermen that the sea is getting 
warmer. As the sea warms, the halibut and the shrimps are moving to colder areas and there are more and more cod. | We cannot pick berries anymore. | Increased tourism from climate change can 

become bi-income for hunters. | It has a negative impact on gathering winter supplies. | 

What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family?
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? On a scale from one (very bad) to five (very good) do you think climate change is a bad or a good thing??

  What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family??

| It sometimes rains in December. | Due to climate change, we get less sea ice in the winter, making it harder to make a living from. | On a daily basis, the weather changes a lot more. Since the 1980s the stable 
sea ice to the west has started to stop at the submerged rocky areas from Avalliit to Kalluullit. Today we got sea ice from the cold of the winter and snow instead of the advancing fjord ice, but it is bad sea ice 
that is unsafe to travel on. This is a really great place because it is a great place for catching halibut, but the fish factory closed down in 2012 because the sea ice from the fjord side stopped forming. | The sea 
ice is changing, and the air is sometimes colder in the summer. | As a halibut fisherman, the cod are getting in the way, due to warming water. | In places with sea ice, the ice is changing a lot. | Hunting on the 
sea ice can become dangerous and there is more bad weather. | Thawing and melting weather during the winter, and less extreme cold. Very hot summers. | There will be higher water levels and fewer of the 
current fish species, but new fish species will come and it will be possible to boat all year round. | It gets hotter in the summer. | It's bad. | It's limiting our ability to work. It's harder to fish on ice. The reason is 
bad sea ice. | The weather is more stormy, rainy and cloudy. | The sea ice can't be used for either dog sledding or sailing which is bad. The good thing is that the melting of the inland ice opens up for possibilities 
such as agriculture. | In all the years I've lived, I have never noticed any changes. | I'm not sure it is going to harm us. In the future, I would like to try farming after we move south. It should benefit farming. | We 
won't use as much oil. | I don't know. I don't mind it because there aren't any changes. | It's raining and snowing more often and the sea isn't calm anymore, and all of those things will have a negative impact 
on our lives and livelihood. | It's warmer, the weather is more unstable and the land is drier. | There is more rain and fog during spring. No proper sea ice and no massive snowfall during winter. | You can't 
predict the weather like you used to do in the past. | Climate change will bring more pollution. | There are both good things and bad things about it. It makes you want to make use of good weather more, 
you hurry up and go out when the weather is good. The weather is more unpredictable. | The foundations of the houses might collapse, the pipes could break, the sludge tank could be destroyed from the 
ground moving. | Because of bad sea ice, it is good that the boats can be used for fishing during winter. | It could be bad if the wind becomes harder, and it could be bad if there are fewer Greenlandic animals. 
| When it is very cold during summer like in 2018, through colder air. | You notice that the sun doesn't shine as often during summer. The air is hotter during winter. You also notice that it's colder during 
summer. | It is nice that you can save some money on the electricity bill now. | It rains more now. The weather also changes more now, like the wind. | We want more stormy weather during the winter so 
we can catch more seals in our nets. | The weather has become harder to predict, as it changes several times during the day. | The autumn has more bad weather and stronger winds. | It will affect us through 

colder weather. | The animals' and whales' annual migration are changing. Same with the fish. | 
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Our own consumption of greenlandic foods is decreasing. | It will increasingly pollute nature. | With calm waters, it's great for fishing, especially because our fish 
factory is far away. In bad weather, selling fish to the factory is a challenge. | The warming sea brings more fish. As a fisherman, this increases your income. | There has 
been unchanging warmth but more storms. | I find the decreasing amount of sunshine peculiar. |  We have fish, it's good. The warming is beneficial. | In useful weather 
conditions, I make a living off fishing and hunting. When the weather is not calm, I lose a lot. | I like it when the sun is shining, but the increasing rain makes me feel 
unhappy. | I think this summer has been too cold. | During good weather, we can go into nature and our family and relatives can navigate it to make a good income through 
fishing and hunting. | We like the warming weather. | I don't know, because it changes from year to year. It both cools and warms. | Through the pollution of nature. | I think, 
this year, the climate has had a big impact, as this summer has been too cold. | Climate change is very noticeable - the warming. | The storms suddenly occur. The weather 
is getting more unpredictable. | We are saving money due to less cold winters. The weather has also become unpredictable all year long for sailing. | Through too much 
pollution. | There will be less sea ice. | Through pollution. | I think the climate in Greenland is adapting to the rest of the world. My family and I are just following the changes, 
we have understood that the weather changes are natural. | It has become warmer with more rain, thinner sea ice, and fewer days with sea ice. | I think it will be good since we 
will have lower costs from heating oil. | Climate change is very bad for our whole family. | It will affect us through pollution from human activities. | When global warming happens not only the families, but also the whole popula-
tion of Greenland need to try to benefit from the change. But I don't think that the western and eastern regions can adapt to the changes.. | more windy days, more cloudy days, uneasy ocean. | Less sea ice creates more opportu-
nities to supply towns and settlements by ships. I’m optimistic but afraid to miss the benefits from the changes. | It will be very bad. | During fall, it cools and ices faster and I am content with that. | Our electricity bill will be 
smaller. | There has been more heavy rain and snow, and cold! More windy days during the winter time, unpredictable weather. | I know that the solid sea ice and frozen landscapes are melting, and the mountains have 
started to 'landslide', which have even caused tsunamis and the relocation of people. Due to fewer days of sea ice, it is now preferable to have fewer sled dogs. | It will be both negative and positive. Adaptation is the way 
forward. It is getting more difficult to prepare seal skins. Due to milder winters the skins no longer dry as beautifully as before. | I think the effects it will have on hunting are more obvious. | We only spent a day in 
nature/fjord this year since the weather was so cold. | As our hunting and fishing opportunities change so will our food and nutrition. It gets cold easily and the lakes dry out. It is 
difficult to find new benefits from climate change. | The weather suddenly changes to become cold and then warm, and when it is bad weather it is worse than before. | Since we 
cannot change the climate, we must use it accordingly. | It has been very cold in Greenland the last months, while it is so hot in the other countries. The people in other countries 
are dying due to the fires. If global warming happens everything will be rotten. | More snow during the winter, more storms than before, thinner sea ice, less sun, not really warm 
summers. | In my opinion, the climate change results from pollution from all over the world. | The frequent weather changes have a negative effect in my opinion. | A positive 
thing could be preventing pollution. We need to change our lifestyle due to climate change. | My family and I haven't really noticed the changes. But I think more frequent bad 
weather is bad for hunters/fishermen. | It all depends on the weather changes. | Climate change is good. It is difficult to explain. | There are both bad things and good things 
about it. | I believe that human activities cause climate change. For this reason I’m not content with the pollution. | Through very cold weather. | The food-chain is becoming 
unpredictable, and animals in the arctic are getting closer to towns, which is uncomfortable. | It will be bad. | There’s colder weather than previous years. | It can be 

negative. More bad weather on the ocean and land.  | It will be good . | Climate change is our vulnerability, and it is bad for us. 

QEQERTALIK | What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family?

On a scale from one (very bad) to five (very good) do you think climate change is a bad or a good thing?
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Our own consumption of greenlandic foods is decreasing. | It will increasingly pollute nature. | With calm waters, it's great for fishing, especially because our fish 
factory is far away. In bad weather, selling fish to the factory is a challenge. | The warming sea brings more fish. As a fisherman, this increases your income. | There has 
been unchanging warmth but more storms. | I find the decreasing amount of sunshine peculiar. |  We have fish, it's good. The warming is beneficial. | In useful weather 
conditions, I make a living off fishing and hunting. When the weather is not calm, I lose a lot. | I like it when the sun is shining, but the increasing rain makes me feel 
unhappy. | I think this summer has been too cold. | During good weather, we can go into nature and our family and relatives can navigate it to make a good income through 
fishing and hunting. | We like the warming weather. | I don't know, because it changes from year to year. It both cools and warms. | Through the pollution of nature. | I think, 
this year, the climate has had a big impact, as this summer has been too cold. | Climate change is very noticeable - the warming. | The storms suddenly occur. The weather 
is getting more unpredictable. | We are saving money due to less cold winters. The weather has also become unpredictable all year long for sailing. | Through too much 
pollution. | There will be less sea ice. | Through pollution. | I think the climate in Greenland is adapting to the rest of the world. My family and I are just following the changes, 
we have understood that the weather changes are natural. | It has become warmer with more rain, thinner sea ice, and fewer days with sea ice. | I think it will be good since we 
will have lower costs from heating oil. | Climate change is very bad for our whole family. | It will affect us through pollution from human activities. | When global warming happens not only the families, but also the whole popula-
tion of Greenland need to try to benefit from the change. But I don't think that the western and eastern regions can adapt to the changes.. | more windy days, more cloudy days, uneasy ocean. | Less sea ice creates more opportu-
nities to supply towns and settlements by ships. I’m optimistic but afraid to miss the benefits from the changes. | It will be very bad. | During fall, it cools and ices faster and I am content with that. | Our electricity bill will be 
smaller. | There has been more heavy rain and snow, and cold! More windy days during the winter time, unpredictable weather. | I know that the solid sea ice and frozen landscapes are melting, and the mountains have 
started to 'landslide', which have even caused tsunamis and the relocation of people. Due to fewer days of sea ice, it is now preferable to have fewer sled dogs. | It will be both negative and positive. Adaptation is the way 
forward. It is getting more difficult to prepare seal skins. Due to milder winters the skins no longer dry as beautifully as before. | I think the effects it will have on hunting are more obvious. | We only spent a day in 
nature/fjord this year since the weather was so cold. | As our hunting and fishing opportunities change so will our food and nutrition. It gets cold easily and the lakes dry out. It is 
difficult to find new benefits from climate change. | The weather suddenly changes to become cold and then warm, and when it is bad weather it is worse than before. | Since we 
cannot change the climate, we must use it accordingly. | It has been very cold in Greenland the last months, while it is so hot in the other countries. The people in other countries 
are dying due to the fires. If global warming happens everything will be rotten. | More snow during the winter, more storms than before, thinner sea ice, less sun, not really warm 
summers. | In my opinion, the climate change results from pollution from all over the world. | The frequent weather changes have a negative effect in my opinion. | A positive 
thing could be preventing pollution. We need to change our lifestyle due to climate change. | My family and I haven't really noticed the changes. But I think more frequent bad 
weather is bad for hunters/fishermen. | It all depends on the weather changes. | Climate change is good. It is difficult to explain. | There are both bad things and good things 
about it. | I believe that human activities cause climate change. For this reason I’m not content with the pollution. | Through very cold weather. | The food-chain is becoming 
unpredictable, and animals in the arctic are getting closer to towns, which is uncomfortable. | It will be bad. | There’s colder weather than previous years. | It can be 

negative. More bad weather on the ocean and land.  | It will be good . | Climate change is our vulnerability, and it is bad for us. 
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It's warmer and more foggy during summer. It's not right that everything is turned upside down during winter. | Potentially good things might come of it: If it changes slowly, it's okay, there 
won't be any significant differences. Potentially bad things: on the other hand, if it's way too hot or way too cold. | There's something bad about it. | There are multiple hunters/fishers in 
our family. We have to adapt ourselves in this regard. | It's both bad and good. | Because of the climate change it can be challenging for the fishers but we always adapt. We have to contrib-
ute to spreading awareness and preventing pollution. | I think one of the good things can be that when the weather is warm and calm, there are more animals to catch. But there haven't 
been as many fish this year (cod). | It's bad. | It takes longer for the summer to become hot. | More frequent bad weather. | It's bad for me. It has an impact on the animals I catch. | The 
soil is becoming more dry. | We may get greater access to gas, oil, and natural resources. | The animals for hunters are disappearing. | It has changed a lot. One day it's warm and the other day 
it's cold. It's foggy, it rains and it is cold. In denmark they have very high temperatures. | It is warmer during winter and colder in summer. | It would be really bad, when the weather gets warmer 
and there will be a lot of insects. | It will be bad when the supply of food we can get will be limited, alongside an increased world population. | We will adjust to the climate that we live in. | There 
isn't so much sea ice in winter. | It can hurt our health, hurt economically, limit the possibilities in nature. It could hurt the eating habits of both humans and animals. | Climate change is bad 
when it affects our children and grandchildren negatively. | Although it will get warmer in Greenland which is good, many sea animals will die which is bad. Some countries will sink, causing 
more homeless people who cannot return or find home. | It can get very cold in winter. We have been able to notice it even more this year, since it was extra cold this winter. | It is nice 
that the climate is warming but bad globally. | It is bad. The weather has become more unpredictable. | It is always difficult to say in relation to different locations. It can be bad when it 
is too warm, for both the prey and for the sailing tours. | I consider climate change to be something good. It hasn't changed a lot. | In Greenland climate change might lead to lower 
heating costs in winter, better opportunities for growing crops and sheep farming, and new minerals to be uncovered in Greenland. Globally, it will lead to worse farming conditions and 
therefore higher food prices. Increased sea levels will lead to emigration from low altitude areas. | It is not bad for us, but for the other countries. | I am worried because climate change 
will make the animals decrease in abundance or disappear, and we won’t be able to get Greenlandic supplies. | I have noticed that the weather has become more unpredictable when I 
am out in the nature in summer and also In relation to the snow in winter. Will there be less snowfall? Will the snow melt faster? | It will influence us through the pollution. | It will affect 
us in both good and bad ways. | There is a lack of snow in winter and changes in the supply of fish. | Less snow to go dogsledding. | The food chain of the animals. Warm summer. | Climate 
change has an effect on the body. | Animals in the arctic are moving to more cold areas in the north. | The cod disappears and reappears and reindeers are going further towards the icecap 
and there are fewer birds. | It could happen that it suddenly gets colder during the day. | It might make travel more difficult because of bad weather. | The climate has become unstable, 
especially in the spring. | We have noticed that it takes longer for summer to arrive. | From day to day the weather is getting less predictable, especially the wind. | Most of the coldness will 
disappear. | The climate has changed throughout the years. | Personally for me it is crap. Climate change contributes to changing the behavior of the animals, especially sea animals. I have 
also noticed that the nature is getting dryer. The dogsled trail has gotten more unpredictable. | There will be a warmer climate, warmer sea, changes in the wind, bad winters and very dry summers. 
| Through the rain. | Climate change could benefit the fisheries from less sea ice, and reduce oil consumption from heating. | People swear a lot in bad weather, but they have a better mood in good 
weather. | Animals that we hunt may disappear. | Climate changes could be bad for us, because we love snow during winter. | For me and my family it is ok that it is getting warmer, but on the other 
hand it is not very good for the animals, which we live off of during some seasons. | Since my family likes skiing, I have noticed that the spring is coming earlier. | Bad because it affects animals which 

we eat, and also because there is/was very bad weather in the last years. I cannot see an upside with climate change. | We will use less fossil fuels. | I hope the future is the best for my children.
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More and stronger rain along with fiercer storms. | Nature will change. | The weather is pretty essential in Greenland in relation to the economy for fishing and hunting, the traffic, prices of construction 
for delays etc. Here the weather is a more direct factor more than in Denmark. | The ice will melt and there will be more bad weather but also more earth/land to live on. | It's bad when you expect the 
weather to get worse. There might be a lack of Greenlandic food in the future. | Less cold in the summer. More fish for us, the country and better economy. Better transport, trade possibilities and more 
globalization. | The climate changes constantly, it will always go back and forth. | The melting of the inland ice is bad because the sea will rise around the globe. The weather will become more extreme. | 
Less cold and the arrival of other fish species are good. | It has become much warmer in the hot countries. In Greenland there has been much more fog, it rains more often and it snows more often. | As a 
Greenlander, I think climate change has already effected more than just what we catch and the fishing method we use. The change in society has cost us our way of life. If one can adapt and be open to 
new things, then, with the government’s help, we can try to make the most of the change. | The change isn’t that big. | The ice sheet is melting and will be bad for both us and the world. | There has been 
more large ice bergs coming out of the Ilulissat ice fjord. They can create danger for the fishermen. | Climate change will pollute nature. | Unstable weather will be bad but stable weather will be better. | 
I think it can be beneficial, but on the other hand you can see how much the weather is changing. Wind and rain are seen more often. | The way we use materials and chemicals will change. | It is bad for 
me and my family, since the weather has become more unpredictable and we cannot adapt to the weather in recent years. | There may be more fish when the sea gets warmer. Our fishermen are going 
to have more fish to catch. | The sea is becoming less and less suitable for the way of life of the marine animals. Several new land animals have arrived - and more diseases. | Just think about my children's 
future? Maybe they won't experience many of the things that we got to experience in our lives. | There were some years with milder weather. Now it is utterly cold. Have a hard time imagining that it will 
get warm again. | The weather was very cold in 2018. The heat was not felt. You also didn't feel the heat in the months of June and July. | It is uncomfortable that the snow now takes so long to arrive in the 
winter. | The bad is that the weather changes a lot. I still cannot think of anything good about it. | Climate change will pollute the air, land and ocean. | More rain is coming and less snow in the winter. | It 
might bring a longer sailing season, more cod but irregular weather. | Climate change might bring possibilities for us to grow vegetables to provide for ourselves. | It will lead to more pollution. | Lack of 
warmth and light can harm our health, and our mood, in my opinion. | There will be less precipitation (snow) and more unstable sea ice. | The changes are bad, as we already can feel it with our musk ox hunt 
this year. | It might make the Northwest passage more sailable which could be good for Greenlandic society's economy and infrastructure, good for residents. | The patterns of the weather and the relationship 
between humans and nature is about to be destroyed, which will require us to adapt to the new conditions. | It will bring wilder weather but warmer summers. | The standard of living is changing. Restrictions 
are being placed on Greenlandic provisions because there are too many heavy metals in the mammals. | I think it will be bad because the summer becomes shorter and the winter harder. | More farming and 
more ship traffic and commerce when the sea ice is reduced in East and North Greenland. However, we won’t be able to get as many northern Greenlandic food products. | Good for more warmth. Bad for little 
snow at Christmas. | I hope the changes will be good. | It might create possibilities to sail for example and work with climate change safety jobs. But it will also bring greater unpredictability, and make it more 
difficult to plan longer trips, etc. | More frequent very powerful storms are very worrisome. | We exploit climate change a lot when it is good, but we are very insecure and hesitant when it is bad. | Greenland will 
get a more comfortable climate but there will be enormous social and economic problems all over the world which will affect us. | I have a hard time seeing anything good in the changes. The sea ice is reportedly 
on its way back. | The sea level will of course increase if the ice sheet melts. It will affect the earth. It could be an advantage if you use coastal vessels as a means of transport. | I see climate change as something 
that is bad. | It can negatively affect the way we live. | Although it does not affect me directly that the weather is no longer stable, you can feel that it has affected nature - there are almost no berries anymore, there 
have also been major changes in the winter. For example, it has negatively influenced the material needed to make the Greenlandic national costume (which requires white sealskin to be bleached in the winter). | It is 
bad for animals which follow the seasons. When the climate changes the mammals and sea animals don’t come here the way they used to. The good side is that there is more sun in the winter which is nice. | The fall 
takes longer to come and I don't like that. I hardly noticed the summer. | Maybe climate change is not something that I will notice as much as the future generations, my children and so on. | There is less cold during 
summer. More precipitation keeps the warmth around the apartment and cleans the soil. There is more fish for us, the country and a better economy. There will be better transportation opportunities and more trade and 
globalization. | It will cause higher sea levels and more shifting weather. | There are more flowers in the surrounding nature, I don’t know about the rest. | It will result in lower energy consumption for warming and new 

animals to hunt. |  ...
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More and stronger rain along with fiercer storms. | Nature will change. | The weather is pretty essential in Greenland in relation to the economy for fishing and hunting, the traffic, prices of construction 
for delays etc. Here the weather is a more direct factor more than in Denmark. | The ice will melt and there will be more bad weather but also more earth/land to live on. | It's bad when you expect the 
weather to get worse. There might be a lack of Greenlandic food in the future. | Less cold in the summer. More fish for us, the country and better economy. Better transport, trade possibilities and more 
globalization. | The climate changes constantly, it will always go back and forth. | The melting of the inland ice is bad because the sea will rise around the globe. The weather will become more extreme. | 
Less cold and the arrival of other fish species are good. | It has become much warmer in the hot countries. In Greenland there has been much more fog, it rains more often and it snows more often. | As a 
Greenlander, I think climate change has already effected more than just what we catch and the fishing method we use. The change in society has cost us our way of life. If one can adapt and be open to 
new things, then, with the government’s help, we can try to make the most of the change. | The change isn’t that big. | The ice sheet is melting and will be bad for both us and the world. | There has been 
more large ice bergs coming out of the Ilulissat ice fjord. They can create danger for the fishermen. | Climate change will pollute nature. | Unstable weather will be bad but stable weather will be better. | 
I think it can be beneficial, but on the other hand you can see how much the weather is changing. Wind and rain are seen more often. | The way we use materials and chemicals will change. | It is bad for 
me and my family, since the weather has become more unpredictable and we cannot adapt to the weather in recent years. | There may be more fish when the sea gets warmer. Our fishermen are going 
to have more fish to catch. | The sea is becoming less and less suitable for the way of life of the marine animals. Several new land animals have arrived - and more diseases. | Just think about my children's 
future? Maybe they won't experience many of the things that we got to experience in our lives. | There were some years with milder weather. Now it is utterly cold. Have a hard time imagining that it will 
get warm again. | The weather was very cold in 2018. The heat was not felt. You also didn't feel the heat in the months of June and July. | It is uncomfortable that the snow now takes so long to arrive in the 
winter. | The bad is that the weather changes a lot. I still cannot think of anything good about it. | Climate change will pollute the air, land and ocean. | More rain is coming and less snow in the winter. | It 
might bring a longer sailing season, more cod but irregular weather. | Climate change might bring possibilities for us to grow vegetables to provide for ourselves. | It will lead to more pollution. | Lack of 
warmth and light can harm our health, and our mood, in my opinion. | There will be less precipitation (snow) and more unstable sea ice. | The changes are bad, as we already can feel it with our musk ox hunt 
this year. | It might make the Northwest passage more sailable which could be good for Greenlandic society's economy and infrastructure, good for residents. | The patterns of the weather and the relationship 
between humans and nature is about to be destroyed, which will require us to adapt to the new conditions. | It will bring wilder weather but warmer summers. | The standard of living is changing. Restrictions 
are being placed on Greenlandic provisions because there are too many heavy metals in the mammals. | I think it will be bad because the summer becomes shorter and the winter harder. | More farming and 
more ship traffic and commerce when the sea ice is reduced in East and North Greenland. However, we won’t be able to get as many northern Greenlandic food products. | Good for more warmth. Bad for little 
snow at Christmas. | I hope the changes will be good. | It might create possibilities to sail for example and work with climate change safety jobs. But it will also bring greater unpredictability, and make it more 
difficult to plan longer trips, etc. | More frequent very powerful storms are very worrisome. | We exploit climate change a lot when it is good, but we are very insecure and hesitant when it is bad. | Greenland will 
get a more comfortable climate but there will be enormous social and economic problems all over the world which will affect us. | I have a hard time seeing anything good in the changes. The sea ice is reportedly 
on its way back. | The sea level will of course increase if the ice sheet melts. It will affect the earth. It could be an advantage if you use coastal vessels as a means of transport. | I see climate change as something 
that is bad. | It can negatively affect the way we live. | Although it does not affect me directly that the weather is no longer stable, you can feel that it has affected nature - there are almost no berries anymore, there 
have also been major changes in the winter. For example, it has negatively influenced the material needed to make the Greenlandic national costume (which requires white sealskin to be bleached in the winter). | It is 
bad for animals which follow the seasons. When the climate changes the mammals and sea animals don’t come here the way they used to. The good side is that there is more sun in the winter which is nice. | The fall 
takes longer to come and I don't like that. I hardly noticed the summer. | Maybe climate change is not something that I will notice as much as the future generations, my children and so on. | There is less cold during 
summer. More precipitation keeps the warmth around the apartment and cleans the soil. There is more fish for us, the country and a better economy. There will be better transportation opportunities and more trade and 
globalization. | It will cause higher sea levels and more shifting weather. | There are more flowers in the surrounding nature, I don’t know about the rest. | It will result in lower energy consumption for warming and new 

animals to hunt. |  ...

West Sermersooq |

1/2

   What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family?

On a scale from one (very bad) to five (very good) do you think climate change is a bad or a good thing?
Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland

?

  What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family??

a bad thingResidents who think climate change is... neither good nor bad a good thing

Climate change, global warming, is harming the ice sheet and the animals. | It will get warmer. | Climate change is bad for the world, but good for Nuuk, since we get warmer weather. | Climate change 
threatens biodiversity, for instance polar bears, threatens the hunters livelihood and brings violent weather, storms and floods. | Bad winters and summers make it more difficult to enjoy the seasons and 
to do activities. | The weather has changed a lot. I am afraid that the the animals will disappear, such that the fishers and hunters wont be able to fish and hunt anymore. I have noticed a high humidity. 
The good part is that it sometimes in summer is really warm. For example: every second year it is warmer than the previous summer. But if the animals disappear, those that live in the cold water and land, 
probably new ones will replace them. But how should the animals that live in the cold survive the warm temperature? I hope it doesn't happen. | We will spend time in the house where there is safety and 
known surroundings. | I don't think our family will be affected by climate changes. | We will become more considerate of day to day consumption. | It doesn't get really cold in winter anymore. | Climate 
change will be bad for coming generations. | There will be natural disasters. | I don't think climate change will make things either better or worse, we will live differently. | It is getting warmer and plants 
are growing much more. This provides more food for the land animals and allows us to grow much more. | Extreme weather variations with a lot of precipitation in winter, and less in summer. | A warmer 
climate could provide longer and warmer summers but short and bad winters.  | We are very much aware of the changing weather in the summer. | Warmer summers would be nice. | Climate change 
could lead to more unstable weather, more rain and more wind. | I think that the pollution in the world will be harmful for the climate which will affect many. | Climate change will bring higher sea levels, 
unstable weather, heat, cold, rain and wind. | Milder temperatures would be good for us. | Might bring warmer summers but also longer winters. | Especially for my dad, climate change is mostly bad if he 
doesn't get to sail because of more bad weather. Sometimes it gets too cold in winter, even though it didn't use to be.  | It might lead to longer summers. | It will bring longer summers with higher tempera-
tures. But it will also bring dangerous storms and a lot of snow in winter. | We freeze more in summertime. | It will be more difficult for us to sail, because of the wind. We will be sailing less. | We have more 
opportunities in Greenland regarding agriculture. But it is of course bad for polar bears and musk ox. | Through more pollution. | The cod has returned and the shrimp has gone north. | A tsunami might wipe 
out the town. | Climate change might lead to bigger potatoes and more fish. | Milder temperatures could be good for health. | It could be bad because the ice cap keeps on melting. | The snow melts slowly 
which is kind of bad. | It keeps being cold. I have noticed that my children are getting sick more often. | We can already notice climate change and it is getting worse and worse due to pollution. | We have not 
noticed anything. | The weather is more unpredictable. | The weather is unpredictable when sailing with a small boat. | I believe that since it's getting warmer, that's good for the farmers. But it's bad for the 
hunters in areas where there is sea ice since it's more difficult to hunt during winter because the sea ice seems to be disappearing. | There are shorter and shorter intervals of changing weather. | The weather 
always changes. | It can be expected that the agriculture will benefit and there will be more fish in the waters. But for hunters it will be difficult because of the instability. | It will affect hunting and fishing. | The 
changes in society caused by climate change will be bad. The only good thing I can think of is that more crop varieties probably will be possible to grow with time. | Parts of the world are becoming more accessible, 
leading to new travel destinations. It is bad, that it is only a good thing in the short term. | This year the weather has been bad all the time. It didn't really feel like summer. | Some of the animal species will do 
better and others won't. Some farming places will get better and some places won't. | The fact that it is dry and hot in the summer means that there are more blueberries. When it keeps raining or snowing, you 
can get in a bad mood. | In the longer term, as the water level rises, the danger of flooding will increase. | I think more about the fact that as the world changes - there will be larger, perhaps more frequent natural 
disasters, the oceans will rise and animals die out. We will not feel it right now, but some cities will disappear and people will be affected by it. Population density increases. We might make some parts of nature 
disappear. | There will be climate refugees, sea level rise and drought. | Warmer summers but bad humidity. | Fewer animals to hunt. | When it becomes warmer in the winter. | It will be bad, we will have to shovel 
more snow. | Although it is good that it is not so cold anymore, the temperature changes destroy the ice cap and our winter activities. | Through changed weather. | My father is a fisher and hunter, and it is hard for our 
family that he cannot hunt animals like when I was little, and I miss that. I miss dog sledding and fishing on the ice, and just like our culture, the animals that we hunt are disappearing slowly, and now I cannot teach 
my son like my father taught me. | It will become a little warmer. | Climate change presents both challenges and new opportunities. | It does not have much influence on us. But in developing countries it will have a great 
influence. | There will be new opportunities for agriculture in the summer. | It will be terrible for Greenlandic animals and Greenlandic food. | We are dependent on the weather. | Climate change offers greater business 

opportunities in tourism, fishing and agriculture. | It is bad for dog sledding. | People will be sick more often.
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The sea is moving too much in winter. In addition to snow, there is now dust, fog and rain in winter. | A good thing about it is the rain. The land 
is getting greener. | The ice that's melting. It is clear that the ice cap is melting. | It will affect our eating habits in relation to for example seal and other sea 
animas. | I have no good things to say about climate changes. The bad thing is though, that there are fewer animals that we can eat. | We talk about the big chang-
es in the weather, almost everyday. | There is more fish in the river. | There hasn't been big changes. | The animals don't come like before. Hooded seals and seals are 
smaller and fewer. | The wind is getting colder but when the sun shines directly at us it gets too hot. | The weather often changes suddenly. | There is more wind in winter. 
| If the weather gets warmer and for longer periods of time, we might be able to self-sustain ourselves through vegetables. | My family probably has the same opinion as I 
do. | It will be bad. | It will be bad with increased temperatures and higher sea levels. | I hope for longer summers and warmer climate. I think it's a pity for the polar bears. | The 
rain and cold are one way that it is bad. | Through the use of gas and oil. | The climate changes are bad. | There will always be opportunities in the bad. It will get warmer, which is a 
platform for new opportunities. | Climate change will bring extreme weather conditions and bad harvests. | An advantage is that it is getting warmer and a disadvantage is that it is more windy and 
there is more rain. | I think that we are contributing to the pollution. | Through unstable weather conditions. | The summer period has gotten much colder. | A warming climate means easier sailing in the 
arctic, shorter routes to export markets, as well as potential access to previously inaccessible locations. A colder climate could press the Grenlandic people out of Greenland. It's not many thousands of years 
since Greenland was completely covered by ice. | It takes longer to warm up during spring. Less ice bergs in spring. | I like that the weather is getting milder, but I am worried because it creates global imbal-
ances. | There is less snow during winter. | It has become easier to grow more vegetables and save on oil. The downside is that the environment for the animals is changing. | In this part of the country, 
climate change can be a good thing because one can utilize a warmer climate by growing vegetables and fruit. | It could be bad for me and my family, especially since I am a hunter. Seals and other animals 

at sea will become scarcer with time. | Climate change is not good for everyone. | It’s getting warmer for us with longer summers and lower heating bills
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That the weather has gotten colder. | The ice cap is becoming smaller, is melting. Colder during spring, and more rain in the autumn. | As it changes, 
all knowledge throughout the generations about everything disappears. We need to generate our own knowledge. There is more fish and more species of 

fish in our waters, which means that there is more life in our waters, the biggest revenue of the country is fish. | Through changes in the weather. | I haven't 
experienced it yet. | I cannot judge whether they are good or bad for my family, since I haven't noticed any major changes in the climate. | Climate change could 

be a good thing. | It could be easier to sail and easier to fish and hunt. | It could be a good thing with a longer summer period. | Through the smoke from the cars 
and so on. | There could be very warm days which is good but the change in catch in Greenland may lead to less Greenlandic food provision. | I think that we people 

cannot rule over the weather. The weather controls itself. | Will soon be able to grow potatoes as the region changes from high arctic to low arctic. | There are more who become 
negatively affected by the weather and sad. | The sea is becoming warmer with more fish. On the other hand, there is more unstable weather during winter. | I think it is good. | I haven't 

been able to see a difference in the land. However I have noticed a difference in the currents at sea. | Through CO2.

EAST SERMERSOOQ |   What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family?

On a scale from one (very bad) to five (very good) do you think climate change is a bad or a good thing?
Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland

?

  What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family??

a bad thingResidents who think climate change is... neither good nor bad a good thing
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The sea is moving too much in winter. In addition to snow, there is now dust, fog and rain in winter. | A good thing about it is the rain. The land 
is getting greener. | The ice that's melting. It is clear that the ice cap is melting. | It will affect our eating habits in relation to for example seal and other sea 
animas. | I have no good things to say about climate changes. The bad thing is though, that there are fewer animals that we can eat. | We talk about the big chang-
es in the weather, almost everyday. | There is more fish in the river. | There hasn't been big changes. | The animals don't come like before. Hooded seals and seals are 
smaller and fewer. | The wind is getting colder but when the sun shines directly at us it gets too hot. | The weather often changes suddenly. | There is more wind in winter. 
| If the weather gets warmer and for longer periods of time, we might be able to self-sustain ourselves through vegetables. | My family probably has the same opinion as I 
do. | It will be bad. | It will be bad with increased temperatures and higher sea levels. | I hope for longer summers and warmer climate. I think it's a pity for the polar bears. | The 
rain and cold are one way that it is bad. | Through the use of gas and oil. | The climate changes are bad. | There will always be opportunities in the bad. It will get warmer, which is a 
platform for new opportunities. | Climate change will bring extreme weather conditions and bad harvests. | An advantage is that it is getting warmer and a disadvantage is that it is more windy and 
there is more rain. | I think that we are contributing to the pollution. | Through unstable weather conditions. | The summer period has gotten much colder. | A warming climate means easier sailing in the 
arctic, shorter routes to export markets, as well as potential access to previously inaccessible locations. A colder climate could press the Grenlandic people out of Greenland. It's not many thousands of years 
since Greenland was completely covered by ice. | It takes longer to warm up during spring. Less ice bergs in spring. | I like that the weather is getting milder, but I am worried because it creates global imbal-
ances. | There is less snow during winter. | It has become easier to grow more vegetables and save on oil. The downside is that the environment for the animals is changing. | In this part of the country, 
climate change can be a good thing because one can utilize a warmer climate by growing vegetables and fruit. | It could be bad for me and my family, especially since I am a hunter. Seals and other animals 

at sea will become scarcer with time. | Climate change is not good for everyone. | It’s getting warmer for us with longer summers and lower heating bills

KUJALLEQ |   What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family?

On a scale from one (very bad) to five (very good) do you think climate change is a bad or a good thing?
Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland

?

  What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family??

a bad thingResidents who think climate change is... neither good nor bad a good thing

That the weather has gotten colder. | The ice cap is becoming smaller, is melting. Colder during spring, and more rain in the autumn. | As it changes, 
all knowledge throughout the generations about everything disappears. We need to generate our own knowledge. There is more fish and more species of 

fish in our waters, which means that there is more life in our waters, the biggest revenue of the country is fish. | Through changes in the weather. | I haven't 
experienced it yet. | I cannot judge whether they are good or bad for my family, since I haven't noticed any major changes in the climate. | Climate change could 

be a good thing. | It could be easier to sail and easier to fish and hunt. | It could be a good thing with a longer summer period. | Through the smoke from the cars 
and so on. | There could be very warm days which is good but the change in catch in Greenland may lead to less Greenlandic food provision. | I think that we people 

cannot rule over the weather. The weather controls itself. | Will soon be able to grow potatoes as the region changes from high arctic to low arctic. | There are more who become 
negatively affected by the weather and sad. | The sea is becoming warmer with more fish. On the other hand, there is more unstable weather during winter. | I think it is good. | I haven't 

been able to see a difference in the land. However I have noticed a difference in the currents at sea. | Through CO2.

EAST SERMERSOOQ |   What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family?

On a scale from one (very bad) to five (very good) do you think climate change is a bad or a good thing?
Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland

?

  What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family??

a bad thingResidents who think climate change is... neither good nor bad a good thing
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0% 25%

Residents in Greenland Are Worried About Several Di�erent Climate Change Impacts
-Overall, residents are most concerned about more unpredictable weather, the loss and thinning of sea ice and melting permafrost-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland

AVANNAATA

Sampled locations

-Top 3 Concerns By Region-

EAST SERMERSOOQ
WEST SERMERSOOQ

KUJALLEQ

QEQQATA

QEQERTALIK

National Park

Which one of the following climate change impacts are you the most worried about??

2%

2%

4%

6%

10%

12%

14%

16%

17%

18%

Multiple answers

Other

Don't know or no answer

Extinctions of certain plants and animals

Polar bears spending more time on land

Melting glaciers

Intense storms

Melting permafrost

Loss and thinning of sea ice

More unpredictable weather

30% loss and thinning of sea ice
17% melting glaciers 
16% more unpredictable weather 

27% loss and thinning of sea ice
21% intense storms 
12% polar bears spending 
         more time on land

24% loss and thinning of sea ice
22% melting permafrost
15% intense storms

22% melting permafrost
18% more unpredictable weather
16% intense storms

23% more unpredictable weather
13% intense storms
13% polar bears spending 
more time on land

18% intense storms
18% melting glaciers
16% melting permafrost% of residents
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             Climate Change Impacts | Prioritized 
             Impact Concern

18% of residents in Greenland are most 
worried about more unpredictable weather 
and about 1 in six residents are most worried 
about the loss and thinning of sea ice (17%) 
and melting permafrost (16%). 

About 1 in 7 (14%) residents are most 
concerned about intense storms and 12% 
are most concerned about melting glaciers. 

1 in 10 (10%) residents are most worried 
about polar bears spending more time on 
land. 

Fewer residents are primarily concerned 
about the extinction of certain plants 
and animals (6%), other impacts (2%) or 
multiple impacts (2%). 

             Climate Change Impacts | Prioritized 
             Regional Impact Concerns

Perceived climate change impacts differ 
across Greenland, with more people 
concerned about the loss and thinning of 
sea ice in the north, northwest and east 
regions, and melting permafrost in the west 
region. 

More people are concerned about more 
unpredictable weather in southwest 

Greenland, and intense storms and melting 
glaciers in the south region.

In the north region of Avannaata, residents 
are most worried about the loss and thinning 
of sea ice (30%), melting glaciers (17%) and 
more unpredictable weather (16%). 

On the opposite coast in East Sermersooq, 
residents are most concerned about the 
loss and thinning of sea ice (27%), intense 
storms (21%) and polar bears spending more 
time on land (12%). 

In the northwest region of Qeqertalik, 
residents are most worried about the loss 
and thinning of sea ice (24%), melting 
permafrost (22%) and intense storms (15%). 

In the west region of Qeqqeta, residents 
are most worried about melting permafrost 
(22%), more unpredictable weather (18%) 
and intense storms (16%). 

Further down the coast in the southwest 
region of West Sermersooq, residents are 
most worried about more unpredictable 
weather (23%), intense storms (13%), as 
well as polar bears spending more time on 
land (13%). 

In the south region of Kujalleq, residents 
are most concerned about intense storms 
(18%), melting glaciers (18%) and melting 
permafrost (16%).

7.2

7.3
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0% 25% 50% 75%

How much of your family's diet comes from wild foods you hunt, fish, or gather for yourselves?

Over 3 in 4 Families in Greenland Have Some of Their Diet Come 
From Wild Foods They Hunt, Fish or Gather

-About 1 in 3 get half or more of their food from wild foods they collect-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland

?

Most or all of it Half of it Some of it None of it Don’t know or no answer

6%16%16% 18%44%

             Climate Change Societal
             Adaptation | Hunting, Fishing and 
             Gathering Practices - Family

A majority (76%) of families in Greenland 
get either some (44%), half (16%), most or 
all (16%) of their food from wild foods they 
hunt, fish or gather. 

Nearly 1 in 3 (32%) families get half or more 
of their food from wild foods that they hunt, 
fish or collect for themselves. 

Fewer (18%) residents get none of their food 
this way.

8.1
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0% 25% 50% 75%

How much of your family's diet comes from wild foods that other people in your town or village share with you?

Most Families in Greenland Have a Diet That Includes Some Wild Foods
 Shared by Other People Living in the Same Town or Settlement
-Nearly 1 in 4 families get half or more of their diet from shared wild food-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland

?

Most or all of it Half of it Some of it None of it Don’t know or no answer

6%11% 13% 23%47%

             Climate Change Societal
             Adaptation | Subsistence Sharing - 
             Town or Settlement

Over 7 in 10 (71%) families in Greenland get 
either some (47%), half (13%), most or all 
(11%) of their diet from wild foods that are 
collected by other people in their town or 

settlement. 

Nearly 1 in 4 (24%) families get half or more 
of their diet from shared wild food (24%), 
while a similar percentage (23%) of families 
get none of their food this way.

8.2
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75%

Overall, how much do you think that climate change will harm or benefit each of the following industries in Greenland...

A Majority of Residents in Greenland Think That Climate Change 
Will Harm Hunting and About Half Think It Will Harm Fishing

-Over a third of residents think it will benefit shipping, farming, tourism and mining-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland

?

21% Harm a lot Harm moderately Harm a little Benefit a little Benefit moderately Benefit a lotNeither Harm Nor Benefit

7%

7%

8%

15%

17%

17%

3%
3%
5%

17%

18%

22%
8%

10% 11%

11% 12%

13%

5%

8%

8%

12% 13%

14%
7%

7%

10% 11%

12%

14%
5%
5%

7%

9%

12%

13%

Fishing Hunting Farming Tourism Shipping Mining

49%

10%

22%

57%

9% 7%
11%

29%
36%

25%

14%

35%

24%

12%

37%

17% 15%

34%
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             Climate Change Societal Adaptation 
             | Risk-Opportunity Perceptions

Climate change is introducing new 
challenges and opportunities for social, 
ecological and economic systems to adapt 
to across the arctic and around Greenland 
(AMAP 2017, AMAP 2018). 

Fishing and hunting have long been a way of 
life in Greenland. 

About 1/3 of Greenland’s current economic 
revenue from industry is created by fisheries 
and the fisheries-related trade (Statistics 
Greenland, 2019). 

More people think that climate change 
will harm, rather than benefit, the current 
largest industry in Greenland. 

More than half (57%) of residents think 
that climate change will harm hunting in 
Greenland and about half (49%) of residents 
think that climate change will harm fishing. 

In contrast, only about 1 in 10 (11%) residents 
think that climate change will benefit 
hunting in Greenland and just over 1 in 5 
(22%) residents think that it will benefit 
fishing. 

Slightly more people think that climate 
change will benefit shipping, mining, 
farming and tourism, than think climate 

change will harm these same industries. 

Over 1 in 3 residents think that climate 
change will benefit shipping (37%), farming 
(36%), tourism (35%) and mining (34%). 

By comparison, slightly fewer think that 
climate change will harm farming (29%), 
tourism (25%), shipping (24%) and mining 
(17%).

8.3
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0% 25% 50% 75%
On a scale from 1 to 5, do you think climate change will make it more di�cult or easier for Greenland to become independent from the Kingdom of Denmark?

A Majority of Residents Neither Think That Climate Change Will Make It Easier nor 
More Di�cult for Greenland to Become Independent from the Kingdom of Denmark

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland

?

9%

11%

22%

58%

Easier (4 or 5) Don’t know or no answerMore difficult (1 or 2) Neither more difficult nor easier (3)

             Climate Change Societal Adaptation 
             | Climate Change Adaptation and 
             Independence Beliefs

A majority (58%) of residents don’t think 
that climate change will make it easier or 
more difficult for Greenland to become 
independent from Denmark. 

Only 1 in 5 (22%) residents think that climate 
change will make it easier for Greenland to 
leave the Kingdom of Denmark while half 
as many (11%) residents think that climate 
change will make it more difficult.

8.4
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Climate & Environment Policy Preferences
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75%

Please indicate whether you favor or oppose each of the following ways for the Greenlandic government to try to reduce future climate change...

Majorities Support The Government of Greenland Investing in Alternative Energy Sources, Re-entering 
the Paris Agreement and/or Regulating Greenhouse Gas Emissions to Help Reduce Future Climate Change
-Residents are more likely to oppose increasing taxes on gasoline and fuel and are divided on whether the Government should ban oil drilling-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland

?

Strongly oppose Somewhat oppose Somewhat favor Strongly favorDon’t know

2%

23%

31%28%

40%

8%

31%30%

7%

61%63%

75%

33% 34% 33%

Re−enter the Paris 
Agreement

 -international agreement 
to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions-

Regulate greenhouse 
gas emissions from 

industry in Greenland

Increase taxes on
gasoline and fuel

Invest in alternative 
energy sources like 

hydro, wind and solar

Ban oil drilling 
in Greenland

8%
13%

20%
25%

9%10%

22%

30%

6%

27%

36%

2%
6%

23%

38%

26%

49%
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9.1 Climate and Environment Policy 
              Preferences | Paris Agreement 

In March of 2016, the Government of 
Greenland requested Denmark to take 
a territorial reservation from the Paris 
Agreement, to promote future industrial 
development in Greenland. Under the 
territorial reservation, Greenland has no 
international greenhouse gas reduction 
commitments (Climate Greenland, 2019).

A majority (63%) of residents either strongly 
favor (27%) or somewhat favor (36%) the 
Government of Greenland re-entering the 
Paris Agreement. 30% of residents don’t 
know if they favor or oppose it. 

Only 7% of residents either strongly oppose 
(1%) or somewhat oppose it (6%).             

 
 Climate and Environment Policy 
              Preferences | Regulate GHGs

6 in 10 (61%) residents either strongly favor 
(23%) or somewhat favor (38%) regulating 
greenhouse gas emissions from industry in 
Greenland, about 8% either strongly oppose 
(2%) or somewhat oppose (6%) it.

About 1 in 3 residents (31%) don’t know if 
they favor or oppose it.

            

 Climate and Environment Policy 
              Preferences | Tax Gas & Fuel 

4 in 10 (40%) residents either strongly 
oppose (10%) or somewhat oppose (30%) 
increasing taxes on gasoline and fuel. 

About 3 in 10 (31%) either strongly favor 
(9%) or somewhat favor (22%) increasing 
taxes on gas and fuel. 

28% of residents don’t know whether they 
favor or oppose it.

              Climate and Environment Policy 
 Preferences | Alternative Energy

3 in 4 (75%) residents either strongly favor 
(49%) or somewhat favor (26%) investing 
in alternative energy sources, while only 2% 
either strongly oppose (1%) or somewhat 
oppose (1%) it. 

Nearly 1 in 4 (23%) residents don’t know 
if they favor or oppose the Government of 
Greenland investing in alternative energy 
sources.

            Climate and Environment Policy 
             Preferences | Ban Oil Drilling

33% of residents either strongly favor (13%) 
or somewhat favor (20%) banning oil drilling 
in Greenland, 33% either strongly oppose 
(8%) or somewhat oppose (25%) a ban and 
34% don’t know. 

9.2

9.5

9.4

9.3
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What do you think is more important...

More Residents Would Prefer to Protect the Environment Even if It Costs Jobs
-About 1 in 4 residents would prefer economic growth even if it leads to environmental problems-

Greenlandic Perspectives Survey (GPS) |  July 2018 - Jan 2019  |  n=646 Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland

?

Protecting the environment 
even if it costs jobs

Economic growth even if it leads 
to environmental problems

No opinion Don’t know or no answer

8%

26%

40%

25%

             Climate and Environment Policy 
             Preferences | Environmental 
             Economic Attitudes

4 in 10 (40%) Greenlandic residents would 
prefer to protect the environment even if it 
costs jobs. 

About 1 in 4 (26%) would prefer economic 
growth even if it leads to environmental 
problems. 25% of residents have no opinion. 

9.6
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Appendix 1
National and Regional Results in Tables
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Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Yes

East_Sermersooq

No

Kujalleq

Don't know or no answer

Qeqertalik

646

Qeqqata

%

West_Sermersooq

92

1

6

137

%

91

3

 6

51

%

81

6

13

73

%

87

0

13

92

%

94

1

 5

104

%

91

1

 8

189

%

97

1

 2

Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | Do you think climate change is happening?

             Climate Change Beliefs | Belief1.1

Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | How sure are you that climate change is or is not happening?

             Climate Change Beliefs | Certainty1.2

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Completely sure it is happening

East_Sermersooq

Very sure it is happening

Kujalleq

Somewhat sure it is happening

Qeqertalik

Not at all sure it is happening

Qeqqata

Very sure it is not happening

West_Sermersooq

Completely sure it is not happening

Don't know or no answer

646

%

48

18

15

15

0

0

4

137

%

50

16

 8

21

0

0

4

51

%

42

11

 9

29

0

0

9

73

%

42

20

18

10

0

1

9

92

%

42

13

13

24

0

3

4

104

%

48

20

12

18

0

0

2

189

%

51

20

21

 7

0

0

1
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Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | If climate change is happening, do you think it is caused mostly by...

             Climate Change Beliefs | Cause1.3

Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | Have you personally experienced the e�ects of climate change?

             Experiences of Climate Change | Personal Experience2.1

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Natural_changes_in_the_environment

East_Sermersooq

Both_natural_changes_and_human_activities

Kujalleq

Human_activities

Qeqertalik

Neither_climate_change_isnot_happening

Qeqqata

Other

West_Sermersooq

Don't_know_or_no_answer

646

%

34

4

52

1

5

4

137

%

45

2

42

1

7

2

51

%

55

1

23

4

7

9

73

%

29

2

50

3

8

9

92

%

37

1

45

2

6

9

104

%

33

0

59

1

4

3

189

%

25

9

60

0

4

1

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Yes

East_Sermersooq

No

Kujalleq

Not sure or no answer

Qeqertalik

646

Qeqqata

%

West_Sermersooq

76

14

10

137

%

81

13

 5

51

%

81

 7

12

73

%

79

 8

13

92

%

84

 8

 8

104

%

79

 9

11

189

%

66

23

11
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             Experiences of Climate Change | Social Contacts2.3

             Experiences of Climate Change | Personal Thoughts2.2

Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | About how often do you hear other people you know 
(your family, friends, etc.) talk about climate change?

Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | About how often do you think about climate change?

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

At least once a week

East_Sermersooq

At least once a month

Kujalleq

Several times a year

Qeqertalik

Once a year or less often

Qeqqata

Never

West_Sermersooq

Not sure or no answer

646

%

21

19

33

12

2

13

137

%

22

16

29

13

1

19

51

%

11

19

27

 9

6

27

73

%

15

25

35

10

2

14

92

%

18

13

30

15

1

23

104

%

18

20

36

15

2

 9

189

%

25

21

36

11

2

 5

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

At least once a week

East_Sermersooq

Several times a year

Kujalleq

At least once a month

Qeqertalik

Once a year or less often

Qeqqata

Never

West_Sermersooq

Not sure or no answer

646

%

19

31

26

10

2

12

137

%

18

32

23

 8

3

15

51

%

 7

23

22

11

1

37

73

%

20

29

26

 6

3

16

92

%

26

26

18

12

0

17

104

%

21

37

26

 9

1

 6

189

%

16

33

30

12

2

 7
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             Experiences of Climate Change | Media Exposure2.3
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | About how often do you hear about climate change in the media 
(TV, movies, radio, newspapers, websites, internet, etc.)

             Experiences of Climate Change | Personal Importance2.4
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | How important is the issue of climate change to you personally?

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

At least once a week

East_Sermersooq

At least once a month

Kujalleq

Several times a year

Qeqertalik

Once a year or less often

Qeqqata

Never

West_Sermersooq

Not sure or no answer

646

%

30

23

30

4

1

12

137

%

29

18

29

7

1

15

51

%

27

22

17

7

1

26

73

%

34

19

26

1

2

18

92

%

23

18

35

2

1

21

104

%

28

23

35

6

0

 8

189

%

33

28

30

3

0

 6

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Extremely important

East_Sermersooq

Very important

Kujalleq

Somewhat important

Qeqertalik

Not too important

Qeqqata

Not at all important

West_Sermersooq

Don't know or no answer

646

%

20

38

24

13

1

3

137

%

23

47

15

12

1

 2

51

%

 3

44

30

13

0

10

73

%

24

35

22

11

0

 8

92

%

25

34

21

11

4

 6

104

%

23

43

21

10

0

 3

189

%

17

31

32

17

2

 1
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             Climate Change Risk-Opportunity Perceptions3.1
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | Overall, how much do you think that climate change will harm or benefit
each of the following...

Unweighted Total

Harm a lot

Harm moderately

Harm a little

Neither harm nor benefit

Benefit a little

Benefit moderately

Benefit a lot

Don't know or no answer

646

%

10

13

21

21

5

3

2

26

Greenland

You and
Your Family

People in 
Your Town or 

Settlement

People 
in Greenland

Future 
Generations
 in Greenland

People
in Denmark

People
in Developing

Countries

Greenlandic 
Sled Dogs

Plant & Animal
Species in 
Greenland

646

%

11

16

18

13

7

3

3

30

646

%

13

18

19

8

7

5

3

28

646

%

21

15

12

8

5

5

4

30

646

%

18

13

12

8

4

1

1

42

646

%

26

14

8

5

2

2

2

40

646

%

37

20

10

4

2

1

2

24

646

%

21

6

26

16

11

6

8

6
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             Climate Change Risk-Opportunity Perceptions | Risk-Opportunity Horizon3.2
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | When do you think climate change will start to... 
Harm people in Greenland?

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Right now

East_Sermersooq

In 5 years

Kujalleq

In 10 years

Qeqertalik

In 25 years

Qeqqata

In 50 years

West_Sermersooq

In 100 years

Never

Don't know or no answer

646

%

23

6

10

14

12

9

17

10

137

%

25

5

11

 7

13

 9

18

13

51

%

10

2

10

 5

 6

 7

43

16

73

%

24

6

 9

14

 7

 9

18

13

92

%

11

8

 7

12

13

10

22

17

104

%

24

4

 6

18

18

 5

15

 9

189

%

26

8

13

17

11

 9

12

 5

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Right now

East_Sermersooq

In 5 years

Kujalleq

In 10 years

Qeqertalik

In 25 years

Qeqqata

In 50 years

West_Sermersooq

In 100 years

Never

Don't know or no answer

646

%

12

8

11

12

11

7

22

17

137

%

11

 5

14

 5

11

5

23

26

51

%

11

17

 3

 7

 8

6

20

28

73

%

16

 9

14

11

11

2

21

15

92

%

11

 7

15

12

11

7

20

17

104

%

12

 7

 8

14

11

6

20

21

189

%

12

 8

11

16

11

9

23

10

Benefit people in Greenland?
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             Emotional Responses to Climate Change | Sentiment4.1
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | On a scale from one (very bad) to five (very good) do you think 
climate change is a bad or a good thing?

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Very Bad

East_Sermersooq

Bad

Kujalleq

Neutral

Qeqertalik

Good

Qeqqata

Very Good

West_Sermersooq

Not sure or no answer

646

%

16

24

46

8

3

5

137

%

19

16

54

 6

2

 3

51

%

 6

 3

64

12

2

12

73

%

 9

24

48

10

0

 8

92

%

 9

19

47

10

6

 9

104

%

18

24

43

10

1

 5

189

%

19

33

38

 5

4

 2

             Emotional Responses to Climate Change | Emotions4.2
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | How strongly do you feel each of the following emotions when 
you think about climate change...

Unweighted Total

Fear

Very strongly

Moderately

Not very strongly

Not at all

Don't know or no answer

646

%

15

23

31

21

11

Happiness

646

%

8

20

24

30

19

Anger

646

%

5

12

22

41

19

Hope

646

%

25

15

18

26

16

Disgust

646

%

9

10

18

45

19

Hopelessness

646

%

6

12

23

41

18

Sadness

646

%

7

12

27

36

18

Guilt

646

%

7

11

25

39

18

Greenland
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             Views on Changing Sea Ice, Safety and Use | Annual Sea Ice Use5.1
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | About how many days did you go out on the sea ice this past year?

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Went out on sea ice this past year (≥1 day) 

East_Sermersooq

Did not go out on sea ice or don't know

Kujalleq

646

Qeqertalik

%

Qeqqata

23

West_Sermersooq

77

137

%

40

60

51

%

33

67

73

%

11

89

92

%

51

49

104

%

16

84

189

%

10

90

             Views on Changing Sea Ice, Safety and Use | Sentiment About Recent Sea Ice Change5.2
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | On a scale from one to five, do you think how the sea ice has changed 
over the past 10 years in your local area is a bad or a good thing?

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

1  Very Bad

East_Sermersooq

2 Bad

Kujalleq

3 Neutral

Qeqertalik

4 Good

Qeqqata

5 Very Good

West_Sermersooq

No answer

646

%

24

26

36

7

3

4

137

%

32

21

36

 5

3

4

51

%

18

28

33

13

1

7

73

%

23

28

40

 0

3

7

92

%

25

26

29

10

5

4

104

%

24

24

36

11

3

3

189

%

22

28

38

 7

3

3
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             Views on Changing Sea Ice, Safety and Use | Travel Risk Perception5.3
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | Over the past 10 years in your local area, do you think it has become 
more dangerous or safer to travel on the sea ice?

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Much More dangerous

East_Sermersooq

Don't know or no answer

Kujalleq

More dangerous

Qeqertalik

A Little More dangerous

Qeqqata

No change

West_Sermersooq

A Little Safer

Safer

Much Safer

646

%

22

12

39

18

5

2

2

0

137

%

38

 8

37

12

2

2

1

1

51

%

15

17

28

23

6

9

1

1

73

%

18

19

33

25

5

0

1

0

92

%

32

10

38

16

3

0

2

0

104

%

18

11

43

18

4

2

4

1

189

%

16

13

44

19

6

2

1

0
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             Views on Recent Glacial Changes | Glacier Change Perception6.1
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | Do you think that the glacier closest to your town or settlement 
has grown or retreated over the past 20 years?

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Has grown

East_Sermersooq

Has stayed about the same

Kujalleq

Has retreated

Qeqertalik

Don't know or no answer

Qeqqata

646

West_Sermersooq

%

15

2

55

28

137

%

 9

1

51

39

51

%

31

8

32

29

73

%

13

0

68

19

92

%

15

2

37

45

104

%

19

1

51

29

189

%

15

2

62

20

             Views on Recent Glacial Changes | Sentiment about Recent Glacial Changes6.2
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | On a scale from one to five do you think how the glaciers have changed 
over the past 20 years in your local area is a bad or a good thing?

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

1  Very Bad

East_Sermersooq

2 Bad

Kujalleq

3 Neutral

Qeqertalik

4 Good

Qeqqata

5 Very Good

West_Sermersooq

Don't know or no answer

646

%

21

24

43

4

3

4

137

%

20

23

44

6

2

 4

51

%

 8

24

48

7

4

10

73

%

19

24

43

3

3

 8

92

%

19

16

51

3

6

 7

104

%

24

25

42

4

2

 4

189

%

23

28

40

4

3

 2
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             Climate Change Impacts | Perceived Climate Impacts7.1
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | What is one way that climate change might a�ect you and your family?

See responses in section 7.

             Climate Change Impacts | Prioritized Impact Concern7.2
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | Which one of the following climate change impacts are you the most 
worried about? 

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Loss and thinning of sea ice

East_Sermersooq

Don't know or no answer

Kujalleq

Multiple answers

Qeqertalik

Melting permafrost

Qeqqata

Melting glaciers

West_Sermersooq

Intense storms

More unpredictable weather

Polar bears spending more time on land

Extinctions of certain plants and animals

Other

646

%

17

4

2

16

12

14

18

10

6

2

137

%

30

 2

1

15

17

10

16

 4

 3

1

51

%

27

10

5

 6

10

21

 7

12

 2

0

73

%

 9

 8

0

16

18

18

15

 8

 6

2

92

%

24

 7

1

22

 7

13

15

 8

 1

4

104

%

12

 3

3

22

 8

16

18

10

 7

1

189

%

11

 1

2

13

11

13

23

13

11

2
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             Climate Change Societal Adaptation | Hunting, Fishing and Gathering Practices - Family8.1
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | How much of your family's diet comes from wild foods you hunt, fish, 
or gather for yourselves?

             Climate Change Societal Adaptation | Subsistence Sharing - Town or Settlement8.2
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | How much of your family's diet comes from wild foods that other 
people in your town or settlement share with you?

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Most or all of it

East_Sermersooq

Half of it

Kujalleq

Some of it

Qeqertalik

None of it

Qeqqata

Don't know or no answer

West_Sermersooq

646

%

16

16

44

18

6

137

%

25

20

41

10

 3

51

%

25

18

28

 7

21

73

%

 8

16

49

17

10

92

%

31

21

32

 9

 7

104

%

16

21

43

13

 7

189

%

 7

10

51

29

 2

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Most or all of it

East_Sermersooq

Half of it

Kujalleq

Some of it

Qeqertalik

None of it

Qeqqata

Don't know or no answer

West_Sermersooq

646

%

11

13

47

23

6

137

%

21

16

45

15

 3

51

%

12

 9

44

13

21

73

%

11

15

46

17

11

92

%

19

13

42

19

 7

104

%

10

19

47

17

 7

189

%

 4

 8

50

36

 2
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             Climate Change Societal Adaptation | Risk-Benefit Perceptions8.3
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | Overall, how much do you think that climate change will 
harm or benefit each of the following industries in Greenland...

Unweighted Total

Fishing

Harm a lot

Harm moderately

Harm a little

Benefit a little

Neither harm nor benefit

Benefit moderately

Benefit a lot

Don't know or no answer

646

%

17

17

15

8

10

7

7

19

Hunting

646

%

18

17

22

9

3

5

3

23

Farming

646

%

10

11

8

7

13

12

11

28

Tourism

646

%

5

12

8

14

8

13

14

26

Shipping

646

%

7

7

10

12

12

11

14

27

Mining

646

%

5

5

7

15

9

13

12

35

Greenland
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             Climate Change Societal Adaptation | Climate Change Adaptation and Independence Beliefs8.4
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | On a scale from 1 to 5, do you think climate change will make it more 
di�cult or easier for Greenland to become independent from the Kingdom of Denmark?

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

More Di�cult (1 or 2)

East_Sermersooq

No Change (3)

Kujalleq

Easier (4 or 5)

Qeqertalik

Don't know or no answer

Qeqqata

646

West_Sermersooq

%

11

58

22

9

137

%

10

62

20

 8

51

%

 7

44

17

32

73

%

12

55

24

 9

92

%

 7

62

15

16

104

%

 9

57

25

 9

189

%

16

58

24

 2
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             Climate and Environment Policy Preferences9.1-9.5
Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | Please indicate whether you favor or oppose each of the following 
ways for the Greenlandic government to try to reduce future climate change...

 

Unweighted Total

Re−enter the 
Paris Agreement

(international agreement
 to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions) 

Strongly Favor

Somewhat Favor

Somewhat Oppose

Strongly Oppose

Don't know or no answer

646

%

27

36

6

1

30

Greenland

Regulate greenhouse 
gas emissions 
from industry 
in Greenland

Increase taxes on
gasoline and fuel

Invest in alternative 
energy sources like 

hydro, wind and solar

Ban oil drilling 
in Greenland

646

%

23

38

6

2

31

646

%

49

26

1

1

23

646

%

9

22

30

10

28

646

%

13

20

34

25

8
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             Climate and Environment Policy Preferences | Environmental Economic Attitudes9.6

Adult (18+) Residents in Greenland | July 2018 − Jan 2019 | What do you think is more important... 
protecting the environment, even if it costs jobs or 
economic growth, even if it leads to environmental problems

Unweighted Total

Greenland Avannaata

Protecting The Environment Even If It Costs Jobs

East_Sermersooq

No Opinion

Kujalleq

Economic Growth Even If It Leads To Environmental Problems

Qeqertalik

Don't know or no answer

Qeqqata

646

West_Sermersooq

%

40

25

26

8

137

%

35

33

25

 6

51

%

26

24

21

29

73

%

50

10

31

 9

92

%

38

27

24

12

104

%

37

32

19

12  3

189

%

44

23

30
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Appendix 2
Survey Method
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Survey Research Method

Sampling 

This report presents data based on a 
countrywide, nationally representative 
survey of 646 adults residing within each 
of Greenland’s primary regions. The surveys 
were administered from July 23rd 2018 - 
January 30th 2019. Each survey took about 
40-60 minutes to complete. 

Locations around Greenland were selected 
using a stratified multi-stage cluster 
sampling procedure. First Greenland was 
divided into each of its five municipalities 
with Sermersooq separated into both West 
and East coasts. This resulted in six different 
geographic regions. Locations within these 
regions were classified as ‘settlements’ or 
‘towns’ following Statistics Greenland’s 
official categorization (where locations with 
more than approximately 500 residents are 
labelled as towns). All locations with over 
50 residents were included in the sampling 
frame to ensure a sufficient number of 
respondents for each settlement layer. 
After applying these definitions, each region 
contains at least two towns and several 
settlements. This resulted in 12 stratified 
geographic layers, with one layer for each 
region’s set of settlements and one layer 
for each region’s set of towns. One location 
was randomly sampled from each of these 
12 geographic layers using R statistical 

software, with two exceptions. Nuuk was 
defined as the self-representing town for 
the West Sermersooq-town layer since 
Nuuk contains over 30% of Greenland’s 
total adult population, over 90% of the 
population for the layer, and is the primary 
urban area in Greenland. An additional self-
representing town (Upernavik) was sampled 
in the northern half of the Avannaata region 
in order to extend the coverage of the 
expansive northern coastal area. For each 
of these 13 locations, Statistics Greenland 
randomly allocated surveys to a number 
of adult (18+) residents proportional to the 
population total for the specific geographic 
layer. 

Surveys were delivered to these randomly 
selected individuals over the course of 
two months by two teams of trained 
Greenlandic research assistants from the 
University of Greenland and University 
of Copenhagen, supervised by research 
coordinators. Research teams traveled by 
plane, boat and/or helicopter to reach each 
location. Residents were given the choice 
of whether they prefered to take the survey 
in Greenlandic, Danish or English, and had 
the option of taking the survey at home or a 
public location (community house, school or 
university building). Residents with special 
needs, visual or physical impairments were 
accommodated and given the option to take 
a verbally-administered survey interview. If 
an invited resident was not home, up to two 

additional attempts were made to contact 
them on different days of the week and 
times of day. If time did not permit to make 
a third visit, residents received an invitation 
in the mail with a link to take the survey at 
a convenient time. After three unsuccessful 
attempts, research assistants flipped a 
coin to determine whether to sample the 
nearest neighbor to the left or right of the 
house instead. Invited participants who 
declined to take the survey at any point 
were registered as nonrespondents and 
no replacements were attempted. The 
response rate for the survey was 46%, 
calculated using the American Association 
for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) 
standard definition 4 (AAPOR, 2016). Due 
to the stratified multi-stage sampling of 
locations, random survey allocation and 
in-person household surveying procedure, 
the sample can be expected to contain a 
representative selection of adult residents 
in Greenland. Randomly selected residents 
were able to participate even if they did 
not have internet access, a connected 
phone or the ability to read and/or write. 
Additionally, for all national survey results, 
key demographic variables (age, gender 
and geographic region) were weighted after 
the survey to match the adult population 
characteristics for Greenland provided by 
Statistics Greenland (see Appendix III: 
Sample Demographics).
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The climate and environmental change 
section of the Greenlandic Perspectives 
Survey was designed by Kelton Minor. 
Several survey items were adapted from 
previous climate change public opinion 
surveys in Alaska (Leiserowitz and Craciun, 
2006; Leiserowitz and Craciun, 2010) as well 
as national surveys developed by the George 
Mason University Center for Climate Change 
Communication and the Yale Program on 
Climate Change Communication (Leiserowitz 
et al., 2018; Leiserowitz et al., 2010), while 
others were inspired by the Qimmeq project 
(Qimmeq, 2019), SLICA - the Survey of 
Living Conditions in the Arctic (Poppel et 
al., 2007, Kruse et al., 2008), SIKU - the Sea 
Ice Knowledge and Use project (Krupnik et 
al., 2010), and the Siku-Inuit-Hila project 
(Gearheard et al., 2013) and previous work 
on fisheries in Greenland (Hamilton et al., 
2003). Since environmental change takes 
place within a social, ecological, economic 
and psychological context, the Greenlandic 
Perspectives Survey included other sections 
on environmental perception, urbanization, 
living conditions and economics which will 
be released in upcoming reports and articles. 

Sampling and margin of error

Since it is not practical to interview 
every member of a country’s population, 
the margin of error conveys how much 
statistical results from a sample can be 
expected to differ from the full population 
values. For the July 2018 - January 2019 wave 
of the Greenlandic Perspectives Survey, the 
average margin of error for national results 
was plus or minus 3 percentage points at the 
95% confidence level. The margin of error 
was computed using the R Survey package 
for complex survey designs (Lumley, 2011).

Rounding error

Percentage points in this report are rounded 
off to the nearest whole number (9.3% = 
9%). As a result, percentages in a given 
graph or table may sum to slightly more or 
less than 100%.
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Appendix 3
Sample Demographics
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Total

Women

Men

646

340

306

100

47

53

18-29 (Age)

40-49

30-39

50-64

65 +

No age reported

108

110

132

193

71

32

24

15

18

29

10

4

Qeqqata-Town

Qeqqata-Settlement

Avannaata-Town

Avannaata-Settlement

172

85

17

19

101

36

35

14

1

2

14

5

Qeqertalik-Town

Qeqertalik-Settlement

67

25

10

2

Kujalleq-Town

Kujalleq-Settlement

52

21

10

2

East Sermersooq-Town

East Sermersooq-Settlement

30

21

4

1

N 
(Unweighted)

%
(Weighted)

West Sermersooq-Settlement

Survey Demographics

All national survey results, key demographic variables (age, gender and geographic region) were weighted post survey to match the adult population 
characteristics for Greenland, provided by Statistics Greenland (http://www.stat.gl/).
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